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Dear Families: 
 
Happy New Year! 
Happy New Year!  We hope that everyone enjoyed the Holiday Break and that students are as excited as we are 
to be back at school.  Best wishes to everyone in 2023!  On a personal note, I would like to extend my sincere 
appreciation and heartfelt thank you for all of the holiday wishes, gifts, etc. that I received from the school 
community.  Your kindness and generosity are very much acknowledged and appreciated.  Thank you. 
 
Improving Student Achievement 
Students from Grades 1-8 continue to work on the persuasive form of writing.  A persuasive writing piece is 
written to present an argument or point of view.  It begins with a position statement that is supported by evidence 
and examples, attempts to persuade by using logic and appealing to the reader’s emotions or sense of moral 
justice, can include research data, and may compare and contrast differing viewpoints. 
 
What is Literacy? 
Literacy is more than the ability to read materials in print.  Literacy is the ability to read and write, to listen and 
speak to others, and to view and to represent ideas and images in various media.  It is also the ability to think 
critically while doing all of these.  Knowing how to read paves the way to success in school that will build self-
confidence and will motivate your child(ren) to set high expectations.  “Reading with your child(ren) every day is 
the most important thing you can do to help them learn at school.”  To help support literacy development you can: 
talk with your child(ren), make reading and writing fun, read every day, talk about books, listen to your child(ren) 
read, and set a good example for your child(ren). 
 
Parental/Guardian Involvement 
There are many ways you can support your child(ren)’s learning and the school.  Here are a few ideas: 

• Spend a few minutes every morning looking over handouts and/or work that your child(ren) bring(s) 
home. 

• Fill out the forms and return them to school the next day. 

• Make sure that your child(ren)’s teacher(s) know that you appreciate their efforts. 

• Contact your child(ren)’s teacher(s) immediately if you see a problem.  Working together will help your 
child(ren) succeed, 

• Attend meetings, conferences, report card interviews, etc. regularly. 
 
JK/SK Registration for 2023-2024 
Since JK/SK registration for the 2023-2024 school year will take place on Thursday, February 2, 2023 from 4:00-
7:00 p.m. and on Friday, February 3, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. we would appreciate it if you contacted the 
school to inform us of any age appropriate students (JK – Students born in 2019 & SK – Students born in 2018) 
residing in Grand Bend P.S.’s attendance catchment area that are planning to attend Grand Bend P.S. in 
September 2023 for the first time.  This will help us with our planning purposes for the upcoming 2023-2024 
school year.  Please note that current Grand Bend P.S. JK/SK students do not need to re-register.  We are 
encouraging families (new JK/SK students only) to come to Grand Bend P.S. to register their child(ren) on 
one of these days.  This is a special event for parents/guardians to register their child(ren) for Kindergarten.  It is 
also a great opportunity for parents/guardians and children to learn more about school together.  More information 
and the online registration portion of the Kindergarten Registration process can be found at 
www.lkdsb.net/kindergarten.  Please bring a printed copy of the online registration form, original 
documentation showing proof of age for the child(ren) being registered (e.g., Birth certificate or proof of 
Canadian Citizenship or Residency Status (if applicable), and Proof of Residency (e.g., utility or tax bill, 
lease/rental agreement, etc.  Note: Cell phone bills are not acceptable for registration purposes.  These 
items must be presented at the time of registration in order for your child(ren) to be “officially” registered 
and able to begin school in September 2023. 
 

https://www.lkdsb.net/school/grandbend/Pages/default.aspx#/=
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School Hours and Student Pickup 
Parents/guardians and visitors are reminded that our school hours are 9:15 a.m. until 3:35 p.m. at Grand Bend 
P.S.  Please try and refrain from picking your child(ren) up early unless they have a scheduled appointment or 
other important commitment as each minute of instructional time counts greatly towards their overall learning.  
Should you wish to pick your child(ren) up prior to dismissal, please ring the outside door buzzer and we will 
gladly bring your child(ren) out to you.  As well, students should not be arriving at school prior to 9:00 a.m. as 
there is no supervision for them prior to this time.  Thank you for helping to ensure their safety and well-being. 
 
School Council News 
The next scheduled School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 7, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  All Grand 
Bend P.S. parents/guardians are welcome and are encouraged to attend.  The meeting minutes from our last 
meeting are attached to this newsletter.   
 
Secondary School Visits and Grade 9 Course Selection (Option Sheets) 
In the next little while our current Grade 8 students will be required to fill out an option sheet for their upcoming 
September 2023 Grade 9 course selection.  More information will be sent home at a later date.  We will be hosting 
a representative from North Lambton Secondary School (NLSS) Student Services Department to give our Grade 
8 students a better indication of what they can expect at the Secondary School level on Friday, January 20, 2023 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m.   
 
Concussion Awareness Strategies 
The LKDSB has created a public space to provide concussion awareness throughout the year to students, 
parents and staff.  It can be found at 
https://www.lkdsb.net/Elementary/ConcussionProtocol/Pages/default.aspx#/=.   
 
Parent/Guardian/Student Reminders 
Attendance: Please call the school if your child(ren) is/are going to be absent from school for any reason.  Notes 
written into your child(ren)’s planner(s), on Seesaw, Google Classroom, etc. do not always get transposed to the 
attendance.  As a result, the office has to make phone calls home to check on the whereabouts of your child(ren) 
as part of the LKDSB Safe Arrival Policy.  For absences of five days or longer, a written note from a 
parent/guardian is required. 
Punctuality: We have worked very hard for the first part of this school year to encourage all students to be here 
on time every day.  A lot of important information and work can be missed if students are not here at the 
beginning of the day.  Also, students feel prepared for the day when they arrive at school on time.  We have 
reduced our number of lates significantly and would like to keep it that way. 
Safety & Security: For safety and security reasons, please buzz into the office when you come to the school.  
The secretary will call your child(ren) down to speak to you, if needed. 
Indoor Shoes: Please ensure that your child(ren) has/have indoor shoes to keep here at school.  It is a school 
rule that students wear shoes at all times when they are inside the building for health and safety reasons. 
Dress Warmly: The weather is chilly!  Students are encouraged and reminded to wear hats, mitts, coats, snow 
pants and boots when necessary.  Please label your child(ren)’s items to prevent loss. 
Playground and Snow: The playground equipment continues to remain closed for the winter.  As such, children 
are not to play on the equipment at any time, including before or after school.  Also, children are to leave the 
property immediately after school, unless they are being picked up in which case they are to meet their 
parents/guardians at a designated spot and predetermined location.  Please remind your child(ren) not to play on 
the snow hills when they form, or to throw or kick snow, snowballs or ice as they can cause serious injury.   
Tobacco, Cannabis and Smoke-Free Environment: The LKDSB is free from the harmful effects of the use of 
tobacco products, shisha and other imitation smoking-related products and accessories.  This means that 
smoking and/or holding lighted tobacco and/or cannabis products, as well as consuming or using any smokeless 
tobacco and/or cannabis products, shisha or imitation smoking-related products and accessories, including e-
cigarettes and vaporizers are prohibited at all school-sponsored or school-related events, and out-of-classroom 
programs and activities approved by, or under jurisdiction of the Board.  This includes on or near school buses, or 
during any part of a school field trip, including athletic team trips and school club excursions.  This procedure also 
pertains to property that is used for school purposes that fall under a shared land use agreement with the local 
municipality and to vehicles parked on property at all times.  Thank you for adhering to this. 
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Pediculosis 
With colder weather and students wearing coats, hats and gloves, we feel that it is important to remind 
parents/guardians to check students regularly (2 to 3 times per week) for head lice and nits.  Catching them early 
is the key to limiting the spread within your household and at school.  If head lice are found on a student at school, 
a letter is sent home with students in that class to alert parents/guardians that the condition is present.  Students 
with nits (eggs) and/or live lice must be treated with a head lice shampoo.  Additional information on head lice is 
available in the office should you require it.  We remind parents/guardians to please notify the office if their 
child(ren) has/have nits and/or lice so that we can try and limit and prevent the spread.  Please remind your 
child(ren) to get in the habit of putting their hat and mitts in the sleeves of their coat(s) and hanging them up.  
They should also be encouraged not to share hats, etc. or take them from someone else for this reason. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
Remember to send only safe snacks, food, etc. to school with your child(ren) as we have students who are 
severely allergic to certain foods (e.g., nuts, nut products, etc.).  Thank you for continuing to read the labels 
carefully on all foods sent to school to help ensure the health and safety of all of our students.   
 
Character Trait 
Our character trait for the month of January is “Responsibility”.  Responsibility means that “we are reliable and 
accountable, and that we keep our commitments.” 
 
Refillable Water Bottles 
If possible, we are asking each student to ensure that they bring a refillable water bottle clearly marked with their 
first and last name to school with them each and every day.  This will reduce the number of plastic water bottles 
and cups that are being consumed each day and in turn will help to reduce our environmental footprint. 
 
Bus Information and Inclement Weather 
Our school is located in ZONE 1.  When listening for cancellation of buses for fog/snow the zones will be 
announced for our students.  Listen to: CHOK – 1070 AM, FOX FM – 99.9 FM or CHKS – 106.7 FM, CKSY – 95.1 
FM and CFCO – 630 AM.  If you choose to transport your child(ren) to school on days when buses are cancelled, 
please make arrangements to have them picked up at 3:35 p.m., our dismissal time. 
Transportation service for students residing in Huron County attending Grand Bend Public School is subject to the 
weather and road conditions in both areas.  Please note that our buses will not operate in Huron County when 
buses are not running for that area.  The following scenarios are intended to outline the general operation of 
buses for students residing in Huron County South on inclement weather days: 
 
Swan Bus Service Cancelled AM and PM – When Huron County buses are cancelled or delayed due to inclement 
weather and when Zone 1 buses have been cancelled due to inclement weather. 
Swan Bus Service Cancelled AM only (will transport students home PM) – When Huron County buses are 
delayed or cancelled in AM only due to fog conditions and when Zone 1 buses have been cancelled in AM only 
due to fog conditions.  Please be aware that you will need to monitor the status of buses in both areas.  
Information regarding service cancellation for Zone 1: Get the MySBI app or at www.cklass.ca/services/student-
transportation/ 
Huron County bussing: www.ourschoolbuses.ca  
 
In the event that buses need to take students home early, it is important for parents/guardians to have up to date 
emergency contact information on file at the office. 
 
If you have questions or concerns about bus transportation, please contact CLASS, our transportation consortium 
at 1-877-330-4287. 
 
Please note that riding the bus is a privilege and not a right and those students not following the rules 
may be subject to disciplinary action.   
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Students Going Out for Lunch 
As you know our students in Grades 6-8 may leave the school at one or both lunch periods with parent/guardian 
permission.  We are reminding these students that they are expected to be good citizens while out in the Grand 
Bend community.  This means that they are expected and reminded to ensure that they are demonstrating good 
behavior, respecting our local businesses and citizens, and ensuring that any lunch garbage finds its way into the 
garbage containers provided by the community.  Thank you for reminding your child(ren) about how important it is 
to demonstrate responsible and respectful behaviour. 
 
Daily COVID-19 School Screening 
You are encouraged to continue using the online Ontario COVID-19 Screening Tool for Children in School and 
Child Care which can be found at https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/ each day prior to sending your 
child(ren) to school.  You must follow the recommendation(s) on what you are to do next.  Thank you for doing 
your part to help keep everyone healthy. 
 
Regular safety protocols will remain in place for students who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms once at school. 
 
If your child(ren) has/have any symptoms of COVID-19 or if they are ill, they should NOT attend school.  
You are asked to follow the advice and direction(s) provided to you by the screening tool.  Anyone who is 
sick should protect their community by staying home.   
 
Anyone who is feeling sick or has any symptoms of illness, including those not listed in this screening 
tool, should stay home and seek assessment from their health care provider if needed. 
 
We thank you in advance for your daily assistance with this important process and for doing your part to help keep 
everyone safe and healthy.   
 
Student Accident Insurance 
The Lambton Kent District School Board does not provide accident insurance coverage for student 
injuries that occur on school property or during school activities – this includes extracurricular sports.  If 
a student is injured, parent(s)/guardian(s) are responsible for any costs not covered by provincial health care or 
their employer’s health care plan.  Please check with your provider regarding coverage.  The Board encourages 
all parents/guardians to review this or other available Student Accident Insurance plans, especially those with a 
child(ren), participating in medium to high-impact physical activities (both during school and outside of school 
hours).  The insuremykids student accident insurance program offers three plans with a variety of benefits and 
affordable rates.  Their most affordable plan is available for as little as $17 per year.  All plans provide 24/7 
coverage.  For more information or to purchase insurance, please visit www.insuremykids.com or call 1-800-463-
5437.  The 2022-2023 Student Accident Insurance Program is available for purchase now and is in effect for 365 
days.  No matter when the student accident policy is purchased the coverage is available for 365 days, one year 
from the date of purchase.  This allows families to purchase whenever they prefer. 
 
Personal Items 
As you are aware, prior to the Holiday Break we asked students to take home most of their personal items so that 
they had access to important items such as eyeglasses, medication, shoes, etc. over the Break.  We ask that you 
kindly return all of these items as soon as possible.  Thank you for your assistance with this. 
 
Wishing everyone a safe and wonderful 2023! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. A. Parnham 
Principal 
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